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many surprising things, that it is said the people
called him the great power of God, or the appearance
of the great power of God, Acts viii. 10.

Indeed the description the Scripture gives there
of this Simon is very remarkable to the case in hand;
first it is said, ver. 9, That lie used sorcery and
bewitched the people, that is, the people of Samaria;
then it is added, all the people gave heed to him^
and said, This man is the great power of God; the
meaning is evident, this man has done such great
and strange things, showed such miracles, such
wonders, that none but the great power of God
could enable him to do; and therefore it is certain
that he is aided and assisted by the great power of
God ; and this he held a long time, ver. 11; To him
they had regard, because for a long time he had be-
witched them with his sorceries.

The case of Simon and the people at Samaria was
just as it was with Pharaoh and his magicians, when
Moses and Aaron came to him. Pharaoh and all
his courtiers gave heed to Jannes and Jambres, for
that of a long time they had bewitched them with
their sorceries.

It remains a question here, by what power and by
whose hand it must be, that the magicians of Egypt
turned their rods into serpents, smote the waters,
and turned them into blood, brought up frogs, &c.;
that is, in short, mimicked or imitated the miracles
of Moses and Aaron. If I am asked by whose per-
mission it was done, I know how to answer; but if
you ask who was the instrument, I must say it was the
Devil; for the text says expressly, they did it by their
enchantments.

On the other hand, when they were baffled in
their paw-wawing for lice, and could not perform it,
it is said expressly, they acknowledged that they
could n ot do it, for that it wets the finger of God9
Exod, viii. 19.